
    
  

     

     
   

    

   
         

  
     

     
   

   
 

        
   
 

     

      
   

RIVER WOODS HOME & SCHOOL 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

September 15, 2022 at 7:00 PM 

Welcome! 
River Woods School Vision & Mission 

Home & School Mission 

PRIDE (Changed the E to Empathy) 

I. Secretary’s Report - Becca McIlwee 
A. Approval needed for the minutes from the Home & School 

Meeting on 05.12.2022 

H&S General Meeting Minutes 5.12.2022 

Motion to Approve by Ali Albright 
2nd by Huma Aduan 

II. Treasurer's Report - Jennifer Rado 
A. Budget Update 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dYS3Wva3qj-POzDdUOuF 
G-WNtbBAv8o_/view?usp=sharing 

- Majority of the income has been from school supplies 
B. Reminders for this year 

1. Cash Disbursement 
a) Please use the current Cash Disbursement 

form 
b) When you submit a request for reimbursement, 

please remember to email 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AQx-G8JWI69BqpmvbvDQE0y7DcJOS1S8fEw6TQfflf0/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dYS3Wva3qj-POzDdUOuFG-WNtbBAv8o_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dYS3Wva3qj-POzDdUOuFG-WNtbBAv8o_/view?usp=sharing


 
      

      
     

         
  

  
 

 
      
       

 
       

    
        
     

        
      

        
        
         

       
       

   
   

        
        

        
      

    
       

    
     

             
     

          
            

rwhandstreas@gmail.com 
2. Sales Tax 

a) Sales Tax will not be reimbursement to 
members that pay sales tax on purchases 
made on behalf of the school 

b) If you need a copy of the Sales Tax Exemption 
Certificate, please email 
rwhandstreas@gmail.com and coordinate with 
Jennifer Rado 

3. Cash Collection 
a) The person responsible for collection of money 

must complete a deposit form (available at the 
RW Office) 

b) Cash deposits require two people to count the 
deposit and sign the form 

c) The cash must be placed in a sealed envelope 
and given to the school secretary 

- Denise Manansala: Does money sent from home need cash 
deposit or disbursement forms? It does not. 

4. We are providing Zelle as a payment method this 
year - please contact Jennifer Rado if any questions 
come up related to Zelle and below are the general 
guidelines we ask you provide for Zelle payment: 

a) Access Zelle via your bank app or online 
b) Enter "rwhandstreas@gmail.com" as the 

recipient of the payment 
c) Enter in the "memo" or "reason" text box the 

details of your payment so that we may track 
for the event. For example, "Carnival" or "Ice 
Cream Social" would be appropriate memo's to 
note for a zelle payment 

- Many seemed happy about the Zelle payment option 

III. Vice President's Report - Jacki Chaidez 
A. 22-23 Class Helpers, Room Parents, Photographers 

- Aneta Zhang: What happens if the parent that signed up can’t make it? 
How will that spot be filled? 

- Huma Aduan: Suggested that since the upper grades have more 
parent volunteer slots that could be the reason why those grades are in 

mailto:rwhandstreas@gmail.com
mailto:rwhandstreas@gmail.com
mailto:rwhandstreas@gmail.com


   

      
 

          
    

           
     

           
           

     
            

         
   

         
           
         
      

         
             

  
          

          
           

          
  

          
    

          

  

need to fill spots. 

IV. President’s Report - Emily Kirschner & Julie Dorans 
A. Adult Social 

- Huma Aduan: Knows of someone who might have interest in 
being the adult social chair 
- Human Aduan: Have we looked over the interest survey that was 
sent out to parents? Not yet. 
- Ali Albright: Can we avoid having the adult social around the 
carnival date because we already ask so much from parents for that 
event? 

B. Update on H&S Carry Over Funds 

- Aneta Zhang: Has concerns over the safety of a Gaga Ball Pit 
especially during cold weather months. She personally has a family 
member that was injured. 
- Gina Baumgartner: Explained that she foresees it being moved 
into the gym and/or not being used during the winter season. She 
also expressed having the gym teacher teaching the students rules 
and expectations of the Gaga Ball Pit. 
- Denise Manansala: Asked for an explanation of the game 

- Ali Albright: Informed us that Scott School just put one in that is 
not permanently installed. 
- Huma Aduan: Suggested using the funds towards more field trip 
opportunities. 
- Julie Dorans: Suggested using the funds to invite certain people 
(skateboard guy from last year as an example) into the school to 
speak to students which seems to create a buzz and excitement 
amongst the students. 
- Aneta Zhang: Suggested using the funds to buy books for 
teachers from the book fair. 
- Jackie Chaidez: Suggested inviting the Bears mascot to visit the 
school 

C. Open Committee Chairs 



         
 

          
 

  
       

     
       

   
         

        
          
           

      
          
         

          
         

       

 
 

   
  

       
      

        
   
       

        

 
 

          
       

- Mostly looking for Co-Chairs (adult social, spirit wear,teacher gift 
cards,veteran’s day) 
- Aneta Zhang and Jenniffer Rado are interested in helping with 
Veteran’s Day 

D. General H&S Survey 
- Emily Kirshner: Do people prefer morning or evening 

meetings? Mixed feelings from the group. 
- Denise Manansala : Asked about online zoom opinions. 

V. Principal’s Report - Gina Baumgartner 
A. Start of the School Year & 50th Anniversary of NCUSD203 
B. Volunteers: 

1. WatchDOGS 
- Becky Wolski: WatchDOGS will look different based on feedback 

from dads. Majority of the dads preferred spending their time with 
their child at lunch and then playing with all kids during recess. 

- Becky Wolski: Other schools call them ‘lunchdogs’ 
- Becky Wolski: She is going to really encourage the dads to ‘play’ 
- Becky Wolski: The call out meeting will be September 28th. 
- Michelle McNees: It is very popular so sign up right away. 
- Nicole Rutherford: How many opportunities will there be for dads 

to volunteer? Quite a few throughout the year. 
2. Classroom 
3. Learning Commons 

C. Academic Updates: 
1. Executive Functioning Skill Development 
2. MAP Reading Fluency 

- Nicole Rutherfor: Will the traditional reading fluency assessment 
also be administered? Yes, to compare results. 

- Jackie Chaidez: Will dual language be assessed in reading 
fluency for both languages? 

- Michelle McNees: How often will the assessment be 
administered? It will be administered three times throughout the 
year. 

3. Social Studies 
D. Recess News 

- Becky Wolski: How was recess staffed last year? There are more 
supervisors monitoring recess this year because students are 



          
         
  

 
  

  
        

           
   

           
           

  
  

          
       

         
        

          
        

          
              

   
          

 
           

           
  
         

             
  

         
             

          
       

concentrated in two areas in the school. Last year, students were 
spread throughout the school to eat lunch so supervisors were 
spread more thin. 

VI. Teacher Liaison 
A. Appreciation of Partnering 
B. Parent Teacher Conferences 

-Nicole Rutherford: How long are they supposed to be? 

-Jenniffer Rado: Is the default zoom? (Gina needs to figure this out) 
One Book One School: 
-Michelle McNees: When is the book chosen for ‘one book one’ school? 
Carnival would like to know so they can start planning around the 
theme. 

VII. Committee Chair Report 
A. School Supplies Vendor 

-Carissa: Prices went up, which was expected. Could possibly look for 
another company but will discuss more in October. 
-Aneta Zhang: She ordered the grade level kit but was unaware she 
needed to include the headphones as an additional item. 
-Carissa: Headphones are only included in the kindergarten kit. All other 
grades need to add them to their purchase order. 
-Michelle McNees: Asked what to do with the student’s chair pouches 
since they will no longer be needed in third grade. Do you sell them or 
buy them back, donated? 

-Jackie Chaidez: Asked if the current headphones are better quality than 
previous years. 
-Rachel Stacey: What do the teachers think about the quality of the 
supplies? Gina could have a feedback form for the teachers. Gina hasn’t 
heard any complaints 

-Huma Aduan: Her son has already broken his folder? If there are 
differences in quality we will start to see them and take that into account 
for the future. 
-Denise Manansala: Do we have stats on the amount of parents that 
buy the kits and the amount that go out to buy their own supplies? 

-Julie: Emphasized we should make sure parents are aware the school 
supply kits are a fundraiser for the school. 



          
       

      

    
           

           

         
          

            

    

          
  

-Becky Wolsk: Was curious about how much money is earned. What is 
the % the school gets from each sale? 

B. Ice Cream Social (September 22; 3-4 pm) 

VIII. Future Meeting H&S Input Form 

-Michelle McNees: Can you put the qr code on the facebook page? 

-Aneta Zhang: Can room parents also send the qr code to parents? 

Other comments: 
Becky Wolsk: Do we want to do grade level spirit wear shirts with the year on 
the back? 

Denise Manansala: Do we carry spirit wear inventory? There is 
inventory for the kindergarten specific shirts but only online orders for 
the rest. Can spirit wear orders be extended for the whole year to 
purchase? 

Motion needed to adjourn meeting 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Julie Dorans & Jennifer Rado and 
approved by all 


